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REPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1908. 



REPORT OF THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

SUBMITTED TO THE TRUSTEES JANUARY 13, 1909. 

To the Board of Trustees of the Missouri Botanical Garden: 

We submit for your consideration the financial results for 
the year ending December 31, 1908. 

We are able to announce a still further increase of $6,842.46 
in the rental income for the year 1908, over that of the year 
1907. The losses by vacancies were $958.75, and the loss of 
rentals through inability to collect was only $322.50, — less 
than one-fourth of 1% of the total earnings, w^hich is a 
remarkably small loss considering the financial depression 
during the past year. 

We suffered quite a serious loss by the June flood in the 
collapse of two five-story buildings fronting on the Levee 
between Olive and Pine Streets, one of the buildings being 
totally destroyed and the other damaged to such an extent 
that it became necessary to wreck it down to the first floor. 
They were reconstructed into substantial two-story ware- 
houses, and have been leased for a term of years at $1,320.00 
per year, which is $120.00 more than the old five-story buildings 
yielded. Other buildings were slightly damaged, entailing a 
total expense of $6,551.25. 

All the buildings of the Board are occupied except two 
valuable stores at the southeast corner of Washington and 
Seventh Street, which were vacated on January 1st, at the 
expiration of leases made five years ago on about one-half 
the present rental values. We are now negotiating with 
several parties for new leases, which, if made shortly at the 
rentals asked, will increase our revenue for the year 1909 
at least $10,000.00 over that of last year. 

We have disposed of 65 feet of residence property on Flora 
Boulevard for the sum of $4,920,00. 
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We have during the past summer graded a large tract of 
land between Grand and Tower Grove Avenues and Shaw 
and McRee Avenues, at a cost of $21,851.43, and have thus 
placed 16,000 front feet of very desirable residence prop- 
erty in condition to be disposed of. The expenditure has 
greatly improved the appearance of the entire tract of about 
100 acres, and the results have already been felt in the in- 
creased demand for abutting property so that we hope to be 
able in the spring to dispose of a portion if not all of the 
tract to a syndicate or to builders. 

We have, as usual, been called upon for large expenditures 
for street improvements, as follows; the amounts having 
been charged to real estate as betterments. 



Thurman Avenue Paving $ 1,823.79 

Old Manchester Road 
McRee Avenue 

Tower Grove Avenue .... Sidewalk 534 . 24 

Alley 1,393.28 



City Block 4941 



Paving 20,342.19 

Paving 4,359.91 



$28,453.41 



The demands for street improvements will call for addi- 
tional expenditures during the year 1909 estimated as follows : 

Shaw Avenue 3,112 front feet . . . $18,672.00 

Lawrence Street 350 front feet . . . 1,800.00 

Klemm Avenue 2,000 front feet . . . 10,000.00 

Vandeventer Avenue . . . . 2,000 front feet . . . 8,000.00 

$38,472.00 

We have about completed a large addition and extension 
to the library and office building (the old Shaw residence 
removed from Seventh and Locust Streets) in the Garden 
grounds and fronting on Tower Grove Avenue; it is an 
imposing and well built fire-proof structure, three stories in 
height, and an ornament to the Garden. The total cost of the 
improvement will be about $54,000.00, of which $41,014.00 
has already been paid. No other expenditures have been 
made at the Garden other than for its maintenance, at a 
total cost of $47,000.00. 
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The following amounts have been credited to the Stock 
Account for the year: — 

Library S 5,638.84 

Herbarium 3,558.45 

$9,197.29 

The annual bequests made by Mr. Shaw in his will have 
been carried out with the exception of the Trustees^ Banquet 
which was not given, but the amount designated, $1,000.00, 
has been charged against the income to be used at some 
future time. 

RECEIPTS. 

Receipts on account of rentals $134,759.04 

Interest and dividends 2,641.81 

Garden pasturage above expense .... 2 . 55 

Garden handbook sales 160 . 50 

Publication sales 7 . 37 

Garden sales, tuition, etc 69.00 

Insurance, loss by fire 331 .85 

Total income receipts $137,972.12 

Sales of real estate under decree of court . . $ 4,920.00 

Stocks, bonds and certificates 61,236.94 

Shaw School of Botany, rent 3,900.00 70,056.94 

Total receipts $208,029.06 

Cash on hand December 31, 1907 . . 7,017.10 

$215,046.16 



DISBURSEMENTS. 

Garden Account, 

Labor pay-roll .... $21,471.81 

Students' pay-roll . . . 2,115.72 

Office assistance . . . 1,462.50 $25,050.03 

Fuel 2,209.94 

Water 493.00 

Repairs and supplies 1,844.85 

Stable and implements 222.12 

Plants and seeds 432.47 $30,252.41 

Herbarium Account, 

Salaries 1,283.10 

Fuel 291.09 

Current expenditures 1,755.17 3,329.36 

Library Account, 

Salaries 2,014.70 

Fuel 338.14 

Current expenditures 2,772.06 5,124.90 

Carried forward .... $38,706.67 
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Brought forward .... $38,706.67 

Office Account, 

Salaries $5,168.09 

Fuel 329.06 

Current expenditur3S 996.11 6,493.26 

Research Account, 

Salaries 837.42 

Current expenditures 88.98 926.40 

Scholarship Account, 

Instruction 575.00 

Care of Lodge (January to March) ... 60 . 00 

Fuel 46.38 

Current expenditures 192.29 873.67 

Total maintenance $47,000.00 

Garden Improvement Account, 

Library building 38,990.50 

Boiler 1,349.70 

Roadway 103.39 40,443.59 

Total amount expended on the Garden $87,443.59 

Publication Account, 

Nineteenth annual report 2,155.00 

Garden handbook 578.50 2,733.50 

Property Account, 

State, school, city and sprinkling taxes . . 36,869.49 

Streets, sidewalks and sewers 51,026.34 

Insurance 4,000.38 

Repairs 7,625.73 

Improvements 558.67 

Flood repairs 6,551.25 

Repairs and loss by fire 331.85 106,963.71 

Bequests, 

Annual Flower Sermon 200 . 00 

Annual Flower Show 267.00 

Annual Gardeners' Banquet 451.95 918.95 

Sundries, 

Office expenses 6,352.44 

Legal and professional expenses .... 2,584 . 65 

Commission 78.98 9,016.07 

Shaw School of Botany, rents 3,900.00 

Total disbursements $210,975.82 

Cash on hand December 31, 1908 . . 4,070.34 

$215,046.16 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. J. Lackland, President. 
Attest : 

A. D Cunningham, Secretary. 



